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Introduction
In our world, all is not well.

It is tempting to pursue God’s kingdom in the same way that political 
powers seek domination—to insist on squaring up against evil and 
somehow overpowering it on its own terms.

But Jesus modeled a different kind of revolution. He walked in the fullest 
and perfect expression of power and authority—the power that hovers 
over the waters and speaks “light” and “life” into existence. Jesus’ way is 
confounding and unexpected, but it is not docile and acquiescing. His 
substance is full of energy and action. His Word restores withered flesh and 
bone, forgives, heals and makes all things new.

Like a bulb transforming underground, there is a type of violence as it 
breaks open and sprouts its tender shoot through still-frozen earth. But this 
is the wisdom and authority of its Creator.

This Lent we pray for discernment to know Jesus’ way and for courage to 
follow him.
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Ash Wednesday - March 1

Isaiah 55:1-13
“Come, all you who are thirsty,
    come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without cost.
Why spend money on what is not bread,
    and your labor on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
    and you will delight in the richest of fare.
Give ear and come to me;
    listen, that you may live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
    my faithful love promised to David.
See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,
    a ruler and commander of the peoples.
Surely you will summon nations you know not,
    and nations you do not know will come running to you,
because of the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has endowed you with splendor.”
Seek the Lord while he may be found;
    call on him while he is near.
Let the wicked forsake their ways
    and the unrighteous their thoughts.
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them,
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways,”
    declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
As the rain and the snow
    come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
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    without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
    It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
You will go out in joy
    and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hills
    will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field
    will clap their hands.
Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper,
    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.
This will be for the Lord’s renown,
    for an everlasting sign,
    that will endure forever.”

Psalm 50:1-15
The Mighty One, God, the Lord,
    speaks and summons the earth
    from the rising of the sun to where it sets.
From Zion, perfect in beauty,
    God shines forth.
Our God comes
    and will not be silent;
a fire devours before him,
    and around him a tempest rages.
He summons the heavens above,
    and the earth, that he may judge his people:
“Gather to me this consecrated people,
    who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”
And the heavens proclaim his righteousness,
    for he is a God of justice.
“Listen, my people, and I will speak;
    I will testify against you, Israel:
    I am God, your God.
I bring no charges against you concerning your sacrifices
    or concerning your burnt offerings, which are ever before me.
I have no need of a bull from your stall
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    or of goats from your pens,
for every animal of the forest is mine,
    and the cattle on a thousand hills.
I know every bird in the mountains,
    and the insects in the fields are mine.
If I were hungry I would not tell you,
    for the world is mine, and all that is in it.
Do I eat the flesh of bulls
    or drink the blood of goats?
“Sacrifice thank offerings to God,
    fulfill your vows to the Most High,
and call on me in the day of trouble;
    I will deliver you, and you will honor me.”

James 3:13-4:10
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good 
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you 
harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it 
or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, 
there you find disorder and every evil practice.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your 
desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You 
covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do 
not have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on 
your pleasures.

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world 
means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend 
of the world becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says 
without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in 
us? But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:

“God opposes the proud
but shows favor to the humble.”
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Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and 
wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

John 2:13-22
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and 
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip 
out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; 
he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my 
Father’s house into a market!” His disciples remembered that it is written: 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.”

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your 
authority to do all this?”

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three 
days.”

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are 
going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had 
said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
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Lent 1 - March 5

Gen 1:1-3
 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

Psalm 104:1-5, 10-15, 24, 31
Praise the Lord, my soul.
Lord my God, you are very great;
    you are clothed with splendor and majesty.
The Lord wraps himself in light as with a garment;
    he stretches out the heavens like a tent
    and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters.
He makes the clouds his chariot
    and rides on the wings of the wind.
He makes winds his messengers,
    flames of fire his servants.
He set the earth on its foundations;
    it can never be moved.
~
He makes springs pour water into the ravines;
    it flows between the mountains.
They give water to all the beasts of the field;
    the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
The birds of the sky nest by the waters;
    they sing among the branches.
He waters the mountains from his upper chambers;
    the land is satisfied by the fruit of his work.
He makes grass grow for the cattle,
    and plants for people to cultivate—
    bringing forth food from the earth:
wine that gladdens human hearts,
    oil to make their faces shine,
    and bread that sustains their hearts.
~
How many are your works, Lord!
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    In wisdom you made them all;
    the earth is full of your creatures.
~
May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
    may the Lord rejoice in his works—

James 1:16-18
Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 
does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the 
word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

John 2:1-11
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother 
was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more 
wine.”

“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet 
come.”

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.

Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to 
the brim.

Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the 
banquet.”

They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been 
turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom 
aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the 
cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have 
saved the best till now.”

What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through 
which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
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Lent 2 - March 12

Gen 12:1-8
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you.

“I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. He took his 
wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and 
the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of 
Canaan, and they arrived there.

Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of 
Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. The Lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.

From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the 
Lord and called on the name of the Lord.

Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
    where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip—
    he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord watches over you—
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    the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day,
    nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all harm—
    he will watch over your life;
the Lord will watch over your coming and going
    both now and forevermore.

Rom 4:1-5, 13-17
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 
discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before God. What does Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an 
obligation. However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who 
justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.
~
It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the 
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness 
that comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith 
means nothing and the promise is worthless, because the law brings wrath. 
And where there is no law there is no transgression.

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may 
be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the 
law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us 
all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our 
father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to 
the dead and calls into being things that were not.

John 3:1-17
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member 
of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, 
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could 
perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless they are born again.”
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“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely 
they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but 
the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 
‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.”

“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things? Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to 
what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have 
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you 
believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses 
lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him.
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Lent 3 - March 19

Exodus 17:1-7
The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling 
from place to place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, 
but there was no water for the people to drink. So they quarreled with 
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to 
the test?”

But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against 
Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and 
our children and livestock die of thirst?”

Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.”

The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you 
some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. 
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So 
Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the place 
Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested 
the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Psalm 95
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving
    and extol him with music and song.

For the Lord is the great God,
    the great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth,
    and the mountain peaks belong to him.
The sea is his, for he made it,
    and his hands formed the dry land.
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Come, let us bow down in worship,
    let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;
for he is our God
    and we are the people of his pasture,
    the flock under his care.

Today, if only you would hear his voice,
“Do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah,
    as you did that day at Massah in the wilderness,
where your ancestors tested me;
    they tried me, though they had seen what I did.
For forty years I was angry with that generation;
    I said, ‘They are a people whose hearts go astray,
    and they have not known my ways.’
So I declared on oath in my anger,
    ‘They shall never enter my rest.’”

Rom 5:1-11
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access 
by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of 
the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because 
we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us.

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a 
good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, 
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this 
so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation.
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John 4:5-42
So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as 
he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you 
give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans.)

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you 
for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living 
water.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 
livestock?”

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I 
give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty 
and have to keep coming here to draw water.”

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

“I have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The 
fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 
husband. What you have just said is quite true.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we 
must worship is in Jerusalem.”
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“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 
for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When 
he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with 
a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking 
with her?”

Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to 
the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this 
be the Messiah?” They came out of the town and made their way toward 
him.

Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”

Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him 
food?”

“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish 
his work. Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell 
you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even 
now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so 
that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One 
sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked 
for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of 
their labor.”

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So when the 
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Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed 
two days. And because of his words many more became believers.

They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you 
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is 
the Savior of the world.”
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Lent 4 - March 26

1 Sam. 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; 
I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be 
king.”

But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You 
are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders 
of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in 
peace?”

Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. 
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed stands here before the Lord.”

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 
for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But 
Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” Jesse then had 
Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 
Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The 
Lord has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you 
have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
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So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health 
and had a fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon 
David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
    He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
    he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.

Eph 5:8-14
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live 
as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing 
to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. It is 
shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated 
becomes a light. This is why it is said:
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“Wake up, sleeper,
    rise from the dead,
    and Christ will shine on you.”

John 9:1-41
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened 
so that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we 
must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can 
work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 
and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of 
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came 
home seeing.

His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t 
this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my 
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then 
I could see.”

“Where is this man?” they asked him.

“I don’t know,” he said.

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the 
day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a 
Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his 
sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now 
I see.”
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Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were 
divided.

Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about 
him? It was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they sent for the man’s parents. “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this 
the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”

“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born 
blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask 
him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone 
who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to 
God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”

He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do 
know. I was blind but now I see!”

Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?”

He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We 
are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this 
fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he 
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 
sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has ever 
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heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.”

To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture 
us!” And they threw him out.

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 
you.”

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will 
see and those who see will become blind.”

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? 
Are we blind too?”

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that 
you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
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Lent 5 - April 2

Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led 
me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor 
of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?”

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these 
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach 
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I 
will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I 
am the Lord.’”

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was 
a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I 
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, 
but there was no breath in them.

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say 
to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four 
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” So I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood 
up on their feet—a vast army.

Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They 
say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore 
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, 
I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my 
Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then 
you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 
Lord.’”



24

Psalm 130
Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord;
    Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive
    to my cry for mercy.
If you, Lord, kept a record of sins,
    Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness,
    so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
    and in his word I put my hope.
I wait for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
Israel, put your hope in the Lord,
    for with the Lord is unfailing love
    and with him is full redemption.
He himself will redeem Israel
    from all their sins.

Rom 8:6-11
The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the 
Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm 
of the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, 
then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit 
gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.

John 11:1-45
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay 
sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet 
with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is 
sick.”
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When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it 
is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus 
was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, 
and yet you are going back?”

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks 
in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. It is when 
a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been 
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let 
us also go, that we may die with him.”

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet 
him, but Mary stayed at home.

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day.”
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 
me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?”

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
who is to come into the world.”

After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The 
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, 
she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews 
who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly 
she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the 
tomb to mourn there.

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at 
his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.”

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you 
laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 
stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a 
bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory 
of God?”
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So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 
that you sent me.”

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, 
and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him.
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Palm Sunday - April 9

Zechariah 9:9-12, 16
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you,
    righteous and victorious,
lowly and riding on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim
    and the warhorses from Jerusalem,
    and the battle bow will be broken.
He will proclaim peace to the nations.
    His rule will extend from sea to sea
    and from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
    I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit.
Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope;
    even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you.
~
The Lord their God will save his people on that day
    as a shepherd saves his flock.
They will sparkle in his land
    like jewels in a crown.

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
Let Israel say:
    “His love endures forever.”
~ 
Open for me the gates of the righteous;
    I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord
    through which the righteous may enter.
I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
    you have become my salvation.
The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
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the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes.
The Lord has done it this very day;
    let us rejoice today and be glad.
Lord, save us!
    Lord, grant us success!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    From the house of the Lord we bless you.
The Lord is God,
    and he has made his light shine on us.
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession
    up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I will praise you;
    you are my God, and I will exalt you.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.

1 Corinthians 15:35-49
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body 
will they come?” How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it 
dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, 
perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body as he has 
determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. Not all flesh is 
the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another 
and fish another. There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; 
but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of 
the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon 
another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual body.

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So it is written: “The 
first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 
The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 
The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. As 
was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly 
man, so also are those who are of heaven. And just as we have borne the 
image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man.
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John 12:12-33
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus 
was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to 
meet him, shouting,

“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:

“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
    see, your king is coming,
    seated on a donkey’s colt.”
At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was 
glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and 
that these things had been done to him.

Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb 
and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, 
because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet 
him. So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. 
Look how the whole world has gone after him!”

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the 
festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a 
request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell 
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone 
who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and 
where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who 
serves me.

“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name!”
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Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it 
again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others 
said an angel had spoken to him.

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for 
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
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Monday of Holy Week (Apr. 10)

Isaiah 42:1-9
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will bring justice to the nations.
He will not shout or cry out,
    or raise his voice in the streets.
A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
    he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”
This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
“I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
“I am the Lord; that is my name!
    I will not yield my glory to another
    or my praise to idols.
See, the former things have taken place,
    and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
    I announce them to you.”

Psalm 36:5-11
Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens,
    your faithfulness to the skies.
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Your righteousness is like the highest mountains,
    your justice like the great deep.
    You, Lord, preserve both people and animals.
How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!
    People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your house;
    you give them drink from your river of delights.
For with you is the fountain of life;
    in your light we see light.
Continue your love to those who know you,
    your righteousness to the upright in heart.
May the foot of the proud not come against me,
    nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.

Hebrews 9:11-15
But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already 
here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not 
made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. He 
did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered 
the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled 
on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 
outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living 
God!

For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who 
are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has 
died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first 
covenant.

John 12:1-11
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ 
honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table 
with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; 
she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house 
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
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But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, 
objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? 
It was worth a year’s wages.” He did not say this because he cared about the 
poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help 
himself to what was put into it.

“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this 
perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, 
but you will not always have me.”

Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, 
not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from 
the dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on 
account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in 
him.
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Tuesday of Holy Week (Apr. 11)

Isaiah 49:1-7
Listen to me, you islands;
    hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the Lord called me;
    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
    and concealed me in his quiver.
He said to me, “You are my servant,
    Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
But I said, “I have labored in vain;
    I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the Lord’s hand,
    and my reward is with my God.”
And now the Lord says—
    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
    and gather Israel to himself,
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord
    and my God has been my strength—
he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
    to restore the tribes of Jacob
    and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
This is what the Lord says—
    the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel—
to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation,
    to the servant of rulers:
“Kings will see you and stand up,
    princes will see and bow down,
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
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Psalm 71:1-14
In you, Lord, I have taken refuge;
    let me never be put to shame.
In your righteousness, rescue me and deliver me;
    turn your ear to me and save me.
Be my rock of refuge,
    to which I can always go;
give the command to save me,
    for you are my rock and my fortress.
Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,
    from the grasp of those who are evil and cruel.
For you have been my hope, Sovereign Lord,
    my confidence since my youth.
From birth I have relied on you;
    you brought me forth from my mother’s womb.
    I will ever praise you.
I have become a sign to many;
    you are my strong refuge.
My mouth is filled with your praise,
    declaring your splendor all day long.
Do not cast me away when I am old;
    do not forsake me when my strength is gone.
For my enemies speak against me;
    those who wait to kill me conspire together.
They say, “God has forsaken him;
    pursue him and seize him,
    for no one will rescue him.”
Do not be far from me, my God;
    come quickly, God, to help me.
May my accusers perish in shame;
    may those who want to harm me
    be covered with scorn and disgrace.
As for me, I will always have hope;
    I will praise you more and more.
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1 Corinthians 1:18-31
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks look 
for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than human strength.

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not 
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—
and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one 
may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who 
has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness 
and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in 
the Lord.”

John 12:34-50
The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will 
remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? 
Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”

Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while 
longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. 
Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going. Believe 
in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children 
of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from 
them.
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Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still 
would not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet:

“Lord, who has believed our message
    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:

“He has blinded their eyes
    and hardened their hearts,
so they can neither see with their eyes,
    nor understand with their hearts,
    nor turn—and I would heal them.”
Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him.

Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But 
because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for 
fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human praise 
more than praise from God.

Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, 
but in the one who sent me. The one who looks at me is seeing the one who 
sent me. I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes 
in me should stay in darkness.

“If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that 
person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. There 
is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the 
very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. For I did 
not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say 
all that I have spoken. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So 
whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
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Wednesday of Holy Week (Apr. 12)

Isaiah 50:4-9a
This is what the Lord says:

“Where is your mother’s certificate of divorce
    with which I sent her away?
Or to which of my creditors
    did I sell you?
Because of your sins you were sold;
    because of your transgressions your mother was sent away.
When I came, why was there no one?
    When I called, why was there no one to answer?
Was my arm too short to deliver you?
    Do I lack the strength to rescue you?
By a mere rebuke I dry up the sea,
    I turn rivers into a desert;
their fish rot for lack of water
    and die of thirst.
I clothe the heavens with darkness
    and make sackcloth its covering.”
The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
    to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
    wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
    I have not been rebellious,
    I have not turned away.
I offered my back to those who beat me,
    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
    from mocking and spitting.
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
    I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
    and I know I will not be put to shame.
He who vindicates me is near.
    Who then will bring charges against me?
    Let us face each other!
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Who is my accuser?
    Let him confront me!
It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.
    Who will condemn me?

Psalm 70
Hasten, O God, to save me;
    come quickly, Lord, to help me.
May those who want to take my life
    be put to shame and confusion;
may all who desire my ruin
    be turned back in disgrace.
May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”
    turn back because of their shame.
But may all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who long for your saving help always say,
    “The Lord is great!”
But as for me, I am poor and needy;
    come quickly to me, O God.
You are my help and my deliverer;
    Lord, do not delay.

Hebrews 12:1-3
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 
And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, 
so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

John 13:21-32
After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I 
tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”

His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he 
meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to 
him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one 
he means.”
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Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”

Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when 
I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it 
to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan 
entered into him.

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” But no one at 
the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of 
the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for 
the festival, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the 
bread, he went out. And it was night.

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God 
is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in 
himself, and will glorify him at once.
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Thursday of Holy Week (Apr. 13)

Exodus 12:1-14
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you 
the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of 
Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his 
family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole 
lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into 
account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount 
of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat.

The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you 
may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the 
fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of 
Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the 
blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses 
where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted 
over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not 
eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, 
legs and internal organs. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left 
till morning, you must burn it.

This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the 
Lord’s Passover.

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all 
the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the 
houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.

“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.

Psalm   116:1-2, 12-19
I love the Lord, for he heard my voice;
    he heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me,
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    I will call on him as long as I live.
~
What shall I return to the Lord
    for all his goodness to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
    and call on the name of the Lord.
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
    in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord
    is the death of his faithful servants.
Truly I am your servant, Lord;
    I serve you just as my mother did;
    you have freed me from my chains.
I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
    and call on the name of the Lord.
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
    in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord—
    in your midst, Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come 
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end.

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted 
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father 
had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and 
was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water 
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into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?”

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.”

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well!”

Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; 
their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 
For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not 
every one was clean.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 
“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now 
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 
one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have 
done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor 
is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these 
things, you will be blessed if you do them.
~
When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God 
is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in 
himself, and will glorify him at once.

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, 
and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot 
come.

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another.”
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Good Friday - April 14

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
See, my servant will act wisely;
    he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
Just as there were many who were appalled at him—
    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being
    and his form marred beyond human likeness—
so he will sprinkle many nations,
    and kings will shut their mouths because of him.
For what they were not told, they will see,
    and what they have not heard, they will understand.
Who has believed our message
    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
    and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by mankind,
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
Surely he took up our pain
    and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
    stricken by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
    and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed and afflicted,
    yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
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By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
    Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
    for the transgression of my people he was punished.
He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
    and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
    nor was any deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
    and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
    and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
After he has suffered,
    he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
    and he will bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
    and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
    and made intercession for the transgressors.

Psalm 22
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
    Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from my cries of anguish?
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, but I find no rest.
Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
    you are the one Israel praises.
In you our ancestors put their trust;
    they trusted and you delivered them.
To you they cried out and were saved;
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
But I am a worm and not a man,
    scorned by everyone, despised by the people.
All who see me mock me;
    they hurl insults, shaking their heads.
“He trusts in the Lord,” they say,
    “let the Lord rescue him.



47

Let him deliver him,
    since he delights in him.”
Yet you brought me out of the womb;
    you made me trust in you, even at my mother’s breast.
From birth I was cast on you;
    from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
Do not be far from me,
    for trouble is near
    and there is no one to help.
Many bulls surround me;
    strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.
Roaring lions that tear their prey
    open their mouths wide against me.
I am poured out like water,
    and all my bones are out of joint.
My heart has turned to wax;
    it has melted within me.
My mouth is dried up like a potsherd,
    and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
    you lay me in the dust of death.
Dogs surround me,
    a pack of villains encircles me;
    they pierce my hands and my feet.
All my bones are on display;
    people stare and gloat over me.
They divide my clothes among them
    and cast lots for my garment.
But you, Lord, do not be far from me.
    You are my strength; come quickly to help me.
Deliver me from the sword,
    my precious life from the power of the dogs.
Rescue me from the mouth of the lions;
    save me from the horns of the wild oxen.
I will declare your name to my people;
    in the assembly I will praise you.
You who fear the Lord, praise him!
    All you descendants of Jacob, honor him!
    Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!
For he has not despised or scorned
    the suffering of the afflicted one;
he has not hidden his face from him
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    but has listened to his cry for help.
From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly;
    before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows.
The poor will eat and be satisfied;
    those who seek the Lord will praise him—
    may your hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth
    will remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations
    will bow down before him,
for dominion belongs to the Lord
    and he rules over the nations.
All the rich of the earth will feast and worship;
    all who go down to the dust will kneel before him—
    those who cannot keep themselves alive.
Posterity will serve him;
    future generations will be told about the Lord.
They will proclaim his righteousness,
    declaring to a people yet unborn:
    He has done it!

Hebrews 5:7-9, 4:14-16, 10:19-25
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions 
with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverent submission. Son though he was, he 
learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him
~
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did 
not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
~
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most 
Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with 
the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse 
us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

John 18:1 - 19:42
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the 
Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples 
went into it.

Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met 
there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment 
of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They 
were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked 
them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 
When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let 
these men go.” This happened so that the words he had spoken would be 
fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s 
servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup 
the Father has given me?”

Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials 
arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was 
the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the 
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one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man 
died for the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple 
was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s 
courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who 
was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty 
there and brought Peter in.

“You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.

He replied, “I am not.”

It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made 
to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 
teaching.

“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in 
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said 
nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they 
know what I said.”

When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is 
this the way you answer the high priest?” he demanded.

“If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But 
if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to 
Caiaphas the high priest.

Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they 
asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”

He denied it, saying, “I am not.”

One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had 
cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” Again 
Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.
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Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 
Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 
uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to 
eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are 
you bringing against this man?”

“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him 
over to you.”

Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. This took place to 
fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?”

“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”

“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you 
over to me. What is it you have done?”

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is 
from another place.”

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and 
came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth 
listens to me.”

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews 
gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. But it 
is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the 
Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”

They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had 
taken part in an uprising.
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Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a 
crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 
and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And 
they slapped him in the face.

Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am 
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge 
against him.” When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”

As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, 
“Crucify! Crucify!”

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no 
basis for a charge against him.”

The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he 
must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”

When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside 
the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him 
no answer. “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I 
have power either to free you or to crucify you?”

Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to 
you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 
greater sin.”

From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept 
shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who 
claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”

When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is 
Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.

But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked.
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“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out 
to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). There they 
crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the 
middle.

Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of 
nazareth, the king of the jews. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in 
Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, 
“Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king 
of the Jews.”

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into 
four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This 
garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.

“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get 
it.”

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

“They divided my clothes among them
    and cast lots for my garment.”
So this is what the soldiers did.

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is 
your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, 
this disciple took her into his home.

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, 
so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, 
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and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special 
Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the 
crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the 
bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the 
first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 
But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a 
spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has 
given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, 
and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that 
the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, 
as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”

Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now 
Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish 
leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. He 
was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at 
night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 
pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in 
strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the 
place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
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Holy Saturday (Apr. 15)

Gen. 2:2-3
By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 
seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day 
and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that 
he had done.

Psalm 92, 139:7-12
It is good to praise the Lord
    and make music to your name, O Most High,
proclaiming your love in the morning
    and your faithfulness at night,
to the music of the ten-stringed lyre
    and the melody of the harp.
For you make me glad by your deeds, Lord;
    I sing for joy at what your hands have done.
How great are your works, Lord,
    how profound your thoughts!
Senseless people do not know,
    fools do not understand,
that though the wicked spring up like grass
    and all evildoers flourish,
    they will be destroyed forever.
But you, Lord, are forever exalted.
For surely your enemies, Lord,
    surely your enemies will perish;
    all evildoers will be scattered.
You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox;
    fine oils have been poured on me.
My eyes have seen the defeat of my adversaries;
    my ears have heard the rout of my wicked foes.
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
    they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;
planted in the house of the Lord,
    they will flourish in the courts of our God.
They will still bear fruit in old age,
    they will stay fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The Lord is upright;
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    he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him.”
~
Where can I go from your Spirit?
    Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
    if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me,
    your right hand will hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me
    and the light become night around me,”
even the darkness will not be dark to you;
    the night will shine like the day,
    for darkness is as light to you.

1 Peter 3:18-22
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in 
the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 
imprisoned spirits— to those who were disobedient long ago when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it 
only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water 
symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from 
the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s 
right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

Luke 23:55-56
The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and 
prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience 
to the commandment.
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Easter Sunday - April 16

Isaiah 60:1-5, 15-22
“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the Lord rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
“Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the hip.
Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.
~
“Although you have been forsaken and hated,
    with no one traveling through,
I will make you the everlasting pride
    and the joy of all generations.
You will drink the milk of nations
    and be nursed at royal breasts.
Then you will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior,
    your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.
Instead of bronze I will bring you gold,
    and silver in place of iron.
Instead of wood I will bring you bronze,
    and iron in place of stones.
I will make peace your governor
    and well-being your ruler.
No longer will violence be heard in your land,
    nor ruin or destruction within your borders,
but you will call your walls Salvation
    and your gates Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day,
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    nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you,
for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
    and your God will be your glory.
Your sun will never set again,
    and your moon will wane no more;
the Lord will be your everlasting light,
    and your days of sorrow will end.
Then all your people will be righteous
    and they will possess the land forever.
They are the shoot I have planted,
    the work of my hands,
    for the display of my splendor.
The least of you will become a thousand,
    the smallest a mighty nation.
I am the Lord;
    in its time I will do this swiftly.”

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
Let Israel say:
    “His love endures forever.”
~
The Lord is my strength and my defense;
    he has become my salvation.
Shouts of joy and victory
    resound in the tents of the righteous:
“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!
    The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;
    the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”
I will not die but live,
    and will proclaim what the Lord has done.
The Lord has chastened me severely,
    but he has not given me over to death.
Open for me the gates of the righteous;
    I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord
    through which the righteous may enter.
I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
    you have become my salvation.
The stone the builders rejected
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    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes.
The Lord has done it this very day;
    let us rejoice today and be glad.

Acts 10:34-43
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and 
does what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning 
in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing 
good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God 
was with him.

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him 
from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen 
by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.”

John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we don’t know where they have put him!”

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 
strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 
Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 
Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. 
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He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that 
Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they 
were staying.

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body 
had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they 
have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not realize that it was Jesus.

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
“Teacher”).

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’”

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the 
Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.


